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Course Overview

McDonalds, Starbucks, and the Gap are now common features on the street corners of
Europe, South America, and Asia. Arnold Schwartzneggar enjoys unprecedented
popularity in the Far East while, in the U.S., we are fascinated by karaoke and Indian
films. Does this globalization of production and consumption mean that we are all
becoming the same? In this course, we will explore the globalization of social life. We
will examine the different ways in which economic, political, and cultural arrangements
are organized in the increasingly interdependent world in which we live, compare them to
those in the past, and explore their impacts. We will analyze the degree to which social
life still takes place within national borders and discuss the new kinds of concepts and
methods we need to understand these dynamics.

The course also has a larger, intellectual goal. | would like students to understand that
there are multiple answers to every question. | also want students to strengthen their
analytical and critical thinking skills so they can evaluate different intellectual positions
in a rigorous way. Most of our discussions about the readings will focus on the same set
of questions - what is the question the author are trying to answer? What is the
argument? What are his or her underlying assumptions? What is the evidence he or she
brings to bear? What are the argument’s strengths and weaknesses?

I place great emphasis on students’ ability to write clearly and convincingly.
Organization, grammar, and logic count. There will be two short 3-5 page writing
assignments during the term -- more in-depth descriptions and guidelines will follow. In
addition, there will be an in-class mid-term and final exam held during exam period.
Students are expected to attend class, complete the readings, generate questions for class
discussions and participate actively in them, and produce high-quality, well-written



responses to the assignments. Please bring a copy of the readings with you to all classes.
Finally, I expect each student to visit me at least once during office hours before the
middle of the term

Course grading is as follows:

Class Participation 15%
Assignment One 20%
Assignment Two 20%
Mid-Term Exam 20%
Final Paper 25%

e Assignments turned in late will be automatically marked down
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